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Plagiarism
The Academic Senate in June 2001 approved policies and
procedures to ensure that the University takes a consis-
tent and equitable approach to plagiarism. The Senate
adopted the following definition of plagiarism.

Plagiarism involves using the work of another person and
presenting it as one’s own. Any of the following acts con-
stitutes plagiarism unless the source of each quotation or
piece of borrowed material is clearly acknowledged:

(a) copying out part(s) of any document or audio-
visual material (including computer based mater-
ial);

(b) using or extracting another person’s concepts,
experimental results, or conclusions;

(c) summarising another person’s work;
(d) in an assignment where there was collaborative

preparatory work, submitting substantially the
same final version of any material as another stu-
dent.

Assisting another person to commit plagiarism may
attract the same penalties which apply to plagiarism.

Senate also approved a statement entitled The Dangers of
Plagiarism and How to Avoid It which is as follows:

The integrity of learning and scholarship depends on a
code of conduct governing good practice and acceptable
academic behaviour. One of the most important elements
of good practice involves acknowledging carefully the
people whose ideas we have used, borrowed, or devel-
oped. All students and scholars are bound by these rules
because all scholarly work depends in one way or anoth-
er on the work of others.

Therefore, there is nothing wrong in a student using the
work of others as a basis for their own work, nor is it evi-
dence of inadequacy on the student’s part, provided they
do not attempt to pass off someone else’s work as their
own.

To maintain good academic practice, so that a student
may be given credit for their own efforts, and so that their
own contribution can be properly appreciated and evalu-
ated, they should acknowledge their sources and they
should ALWAYS:

i) state clearly in the appropriate form where they
found the material on which they have based
their work, using the system of reference speci-
fied by the Division in which their assignment
was set;

ii) acknowledge the people whose concepts,
experiments, or results they have extracted,
developed, or summarised, even if they put
these ideas into their own words;

iii) avoid excessive copying of passages by another
author, even where the source is acknowledged.
Find another form of words to show that the
student has thought about the material and
understood it, but stating clearly where they
found the ideas.

If a student uses the work of another person without
clearly stating or acknowledging their source, the result is
falsely claiming that material as their own work and com-
mitting an act of PLAGIARISM. This is a very serious
violation of good practice and an offence for which a stu-
dent will be penalised.

A STUDENT WILL BE GUILTY OF PLAGIARISM if
they do any of the following in an assignment, or in any
piece of work which is to be assessed, without clearly
acknowledging their source(s) for each quotation or piece
of borrowed material:

(a) copy out part(s) of any document or audio-visu-
al material, including computer-based material;

(b) use or extract someone else’s concepts or exper-
imental results or conclusions, even if they put
them in their own words;

(c) copy out or take ideas from the work of anoth-
er student, even if they put the borrowed mate-
rial in their own words;

(d) submit substantially the same final version of
any material as a fellow student. On occasions,
a student may be encouraged to prepare their
work with someone else, but the final form of
the assignment must be their own independent
endeavour. 

Opportunities and temptations for plagiarism have
increased with the spread of internet access. Plagiarism is
a serious threat to the teaching and accreditation process,
and seriously undermines the collegial and ethical princi-
ples which underpin the work of a University.

A full outline of the University policy on plagiarism can
be found on the Student portal within the Macquarie web-
site at: www.student.mq.edu.au/plagiarism. The website
includes a general discussion of plagiarism, definitions,
examples drawn from concrete cases, procedures that
will be followed by the University in cases of plagiarism,
and recommended penalties. Students are expected to
familiarise themselves with the website.
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